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Amendments to the Specification and Abstract : 

Please amend the Abstract as follows. 

A stick shift handle assembly has a stick shift handle and an actuator for 
releasing the stick shift handle for movement between a plurality of gear positions. The 
actuator has a housing. A sleeve is disposed between the actuator and the housing. 
The sleeve and has a f i rst co e ff i c ie nt of fr i ction l ow e r than a s e cond co -e ff i c ie nt of 
friction of the housing are made of different materials . 

Please amend paragraphs 3, 6, 21 and 22 of the specification as follows. 

[0003] Problems may arise with the actuator that unlocks the stick shift handle. 
Specifically, the stick shift handle, which houses the actuator, is generally made from 
plastic and fiberglass. This material has a high co e ff i ci e nt coefficient of friction and 
causes the actuator to experience a fair amount of friction when moved. While 
manufacturers have sought to overcome this problem by placing lubricant between the 
actuator and the stick shift handle, during frequent use, the lubricant tends to migrate 
from the area of contact between the actuator and the stick shift handle. 
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[0006] The present invention comprises a stick shift handle and an actuator for 
releasing the stick shift handle for movement between various gear positions. The 
actuator has a housing that is disposed within the stick shift handle. In contrast to 
existing stick shift handle assemblies, however, the inventive stick shift handle 
assembly employs a sleeve between the actuator and its housing. The sleeve has a 
co-efficient of friction less than the co eff i c ie nt coefficient of friction of the housing or 
the stick shift handle. In this way, the actuator may slide on the sleeve with less 
frictional resistance than existing stick shift handle assemblies. 

[0021] In contrast to existing stick shift handle assemblies, inventive stick shift handle 
assembly 10 employs sleeve 26 between actuator 18 and housing 22. Sleeve 26 
comprises a material having a lower co e ff i c ie nt coefficient of friction than the 

co e ffic ie nt coefficient of friction of housing 22, C2. Sleeve 26 thus offers a low amount 

of frictional resistance to actuator 18 within housing 22. 

[0022] As shown in Figure 2, actuator 18 has first planar area 30 that fits on top of 
second planar area 34 of sleeve 26. Accordingly, first planar area 30 slides on second 
planar area 34. To further reduce friction between actuator 18 and sleeve 26, lubricant 
37 is placed on sleeve 26 at location 38 to allow actuator 18 to slide on sleeve 26 more 
smoothly. Because lubricant 37 is placed between first planar area 30 and second 
planar area 34, movement of actuator 18 on sleeve 26 causes lubricant to spread 
evenly over the planar areas 30, 34 rather than in one particular area. In this way, 
sleeve 26 prevents the migration of lubricant away from the area of contact between 
actuator 18 and sleeve 26. 
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